RAJA BHOJA 
Amidst the mony wors he t, Roja Bhoja (11th Century A.D.), the 
ruler of Malwa, always found time to listen to the poetry of the gifted. 
Ballala, a poet in his court, has immortalised his patron in his work 
Bhoja Prabandha which is a romantic tale, written in Sanskrit, partly 
in verse and partly in prose. Ballala was interested not so much in 
history as in heroics. In his attempt to magnify Bhoja as a patron of 
the arts and letters, Ballala has ignored historical facts. The poets, 
Kalidasa and Bana, who he aid adorned Bhoja’s court, actually 
lived much before Bhoja’s times. 
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RAJA BHOJA WAS THE 
HE WAS BORN WHEN 


SINDHULA WAS VERY OLD. N 


* IN MADHYA PRADESH. 
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z a < : ae ^5 
5ОМ OF KING SINDHULA „ОЕ DHARA* |. `4 Z 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


MA = 
7 FIVE YEARS OLD, SINDHULA / | | 1 
Н/5 ЕШТИКЕ. | та 


MY BROTHER , MUNJA Ж 

6 MIGHTY AND 
CAPABLE.. BHOVA 

4 15 ONLY A | 


IF | IGNORE | 
MUNJA AND PLACE 
ВНОЈА ON THE 
THRONE,HE MIGHT 8 
ВЕ ТЕМРТЕО ТО 6 | 

KILL. BHOJA FOR P °° х 
THE KINGDOM. %; 


Ша 


INTERESTS OF МУ SON 
1 HAVE DECIDED TO GIVE 
THE KINGDOM TO MUNJA, 
LEAVE BHOJA IN HIS 
CARE AND RENOUNCE 
THE WORLD. WHAT 


IT IS A WISE 
DECISION ASSURING Чё 
BHOJA THE THRONE 
AFTER MUNJA'S 
REIGN. 


RAJA BHOJA 


AFTER YOU. fe | 


4 
Laky 
SHALL HAVE THE BEST TEACHERS | 31 
IN THE САМО WHEN HE 15 OF AGE, FES 

HE SHALL ASCEND THE THRONE 


K 2 


A FEW DAYS LATER,A BRAHMAN ) - 
ТО MUNJA’S COURT. : 


SIR,1 САМ TELL ALL THAT Ñ 
HAPPENED IN THE PAST 
AND ALL THAT WILL 
HAPPEN IN THE 
FUTURE.YOU MAY 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
EASE. 
s: 
Т 
үз 


| AND. MUNJA FELL AT THE СО 

| BRAHMAN’S FEET. AT THAT |09 

| MOMENT BUDDHISAGARA 
ENTERED THE СНАМВЕР. 


THE BRAHMAN DID SO WITH 
аға. ЖАНЫ а L. 


i 
4“ 
INS 


ЕЕ не HAS EVEN TOLD }\\ 
R МЕ ABOUT МУ 4 
MOST SECRET 

ACTIONS. НЕ 15 
INDEED GREAT. 


а 


ç 


IT SHRLL 
BE DONE. 


SIR,LET US ASK. 
THE BRAHMAN TO 
READ BHOWA’S 


HOROSCOPE. f 


HE IS stupy] 
ING.1 SHALL | 


SEND FOR НІМ.) | RULE FOR OVER FIFTY YEARS.. 


HIS REIGN WILL BE LEGEND- 
ARY . EVEN BRAHMA WILL NOT 
», BE ABLE TO PREDICT THE 


ASK. THE MIGHTY 
VATSARAJ TO SEE 


WHRT IF ТНІ5 МЕ. ЯТ ONCE. 


PROPHECY COMES EH 
TRUE IN MY 
LIFETIME 2 


| WANT YOU ТО кым 

BHOJA AT THE LONELY SERVANT. BUT 

TEMPLE OF BHUWANESH- | WHY DO YOU WANT 
WARI AND BRING BACK Á TO KILL BHOJA—A 
HIS HEAD TO МЕ. 


НАЦ ee < ШШШ... 
THE KING TOLD HIM WHAT THE 
BRAHMAN HAD PREDICTED. 

ARE YOU GOING TO KILL Y "Esa 
THE PRINCE BECAUSE шщ 


ОЕ THE WORDS OF 
|. А GREEDY BRAHMAN? 


< 
7 THOSE AMONG 
YOUR SUBJECTS 
WHO ARE LOYAL 
TO SINDHULA, 
WILL REVOLT, 
R.IT WILL 


9! 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
VATSARAJ WAS HELPLESS.HE 
TURNED TO THE BODYGUARD 


VATSARAYJ ! IF YOU 
CANNOT OBEY THE 
COMMANDS OF YOUR 
TER, YOUR LIFE 
MAC WORTHLESS: a” BRING THE 
5 CHILD то MY 
| CHRRIOT. 


— ща, PM ONLY CARRYING 
КУУ KNAVE! WHO = OuT A ROYAL 
; Ц ARE you то ѕиммом\ "LL | Š ==, COMMAND. PLEASE 
> МЕ ТНЕ PRINCE, %. Nii GET INTO THE 
HERE AT THIS сс М. CHARIOT. K 


TO THE TEMPLE 
ОҒ BHUWANESH- ДА "Я 


RAJA BHOJA 


IN THE MORNING WHEN N 
THE NEWS SPREAD THAT 
BHOJA HAD BEEN KID - 
NAPPED AND KILLED. 
PEOPLE RAN AMUCK. 


.SO, BECAUSE OF 

THE PREDICTION, 

YOUR UNCLE WANTS 
YOU KILLED. / 


EACH ONE HAS TO 


DIE WHEN НЕ 15 
FATED TO. WHO 


4 САМ PREVENT IT? 
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НЕ THEN SCRIBBLED A MESSAGE ON 


| ШІ 


MY PRINCE, 


І CANNOT 
KILL YOu! 
NO! I CAN- 
NOT. COME 


GIVE THIS TO THE 
KING. | AM READY 
CARRY OUT THE 
ROYAL COMMAND. 
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RAJA BHOJA 


та - = > 
| VATSARAJ TOOK BHOVA то A | | VATSARAJ THEN HAD A FAKE 


SECRET HIDEOUT, OUTSIDE THE CITY. HEAD OF BHOJA MADE... 


кн 
YOU WILL STAY 5 


HERE UNTIL IT IS 
SAFE FOR YOU TO Д 
_ ENTER DHARA. 4 


| 


HERE IS 
THE HERD 
BHOJR'S 
BODY НА5 
BEEN SENT 
TO THE 
СЕМЕТЕРУ. 


HE DID МОТ SAY ANYTHING, 
BUT ASKED ME TO GIVE 
YOU THIS LEAF. 


[Í THERE SEEMS ТО ВЕ А 


EES каш ||| | MESSAGE SCRIBBLED 
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WEN 
> И? THEN | SHALL 'N— 
I HAVE MURDERED 
THE PRINCE.HOW || Š 
CAN | EXPIATE YOU WILL 
b. THE SIN? HAVE TO DIE 
| BY ENTERING 
THE FIRE! 


SO FULL OF REMORSE WA 
HE THAT HE FAINTED 
| 
А, 
Фр |7 
2% 


HIM SAFE IN 
A SECRET 
HIDEOUT. 


RAJA BHOJA 


manaspa 
[Ееее Трек BUODHISAGARA LED BHOJA 
SIR, A SHAIVITE ШЕ си 


OUT OF THE HIDEOUT. 
АА. 
ASCETIC 19 Үрме [О (во wm Him AND 
HERE TO SEE T 1 са?ан А ро AS HE SAYS. 
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GO AND SPREAD 
THE NEWS THAT THE 

ASCETIC HAS BROUGHT 
BHOJA BACK TO LIFE. 


YOU SAY 2 THEN YOU 
MUST BE SKILLED 
IN MEDICINE. 


NO DISEASE 
| CANNOT CURE. 
мо WOUND 
I CANNOT HERL. 


BROUGHT WITH GREAT POMP TO THE PALACE. 
=. 


FEAR NOT,O KING. 
BY THE GRACE OF 


ASCETICS, CAN 


YOU BRING BACK. LORD SHIVA, 
TO LIFE A I CAN.SEND 
CHILD | HAVE BUDDHISAGARA 


MURDERED? 
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RAJA BHOJA 
RAJA ВНОЈА SOON GREW UP INTO 


[ AS soov AS HE REACHED THE PALACE, 


MUNJA EMBRACED HIM AND WEPT. 
D Vag — — 


НЕ IGNORES МЕ 
AS IF | WERE А 
COMMONER. 


DO NOT CRY, 
па та за ЯН DEAR UNCLE. 
| {Л а ДП #4 ILATE | МП  ҮОМ HAVE ACTED 
| Os sal ў 22: ЗЕ /h 1 Е MAGNANIMOUSLY. 4 


ПЕ Се 2те 
LAKE 


Ah JY 


= — NS, 
HE DECIDED TO QUESTION THE RAJA BHOJA WAS TAKEN ABACK;BUT HE 
BRAHMAN . ALLOWED THE BRAHMAN TO CONTINUE, 


WHY DID YOU 
DELIBERATELY CLOSE YOUR 


THE HUMAN BODY BEING MORTAL, IT IS Ñ 
EYES WHEN, YOU SAW ME? 


ONLY THE GLORY OF KINGS THAT 

LIVES AFTER THEM . GENEROSITY 15 THE 

GREATEST QUALITY OF A GLORIOUS 

KING. SINCE YOU ARE. NOT GENEROUS 
1 SEE NO POINT IN ACKNOWLEDGING 


BECAUSE IT 15 
INAUSPICIOUS TO 


«АМО WITH HIS QUEENS LEFT THE 
PALACE TO ENTER ALIFE OF RENUNCIA- 
TION. 


Я WITH BUDDHISAGARA AS HIS PRIME MINISTER, 
Д SHOWA BEGAN ТО RULE THE KINGDOM. 
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Го BRAHMAN, YOU SHALL ВЕ 
REWARDED FOR OPENING MY 
EYES.AND YOU MUST COME TO 
М. my COURT EVERY DAY. 


THE KING WAS IMPRESSED. 


THE WORLD 19 FULL OF 
FLATTERERS.A FEARLESS, 
HONEST MAN 15 HARD TO FIND. 
| MUST HAVE MEN LIKE НІМ 
ABOUT ME IN 
MY COURT. 


AND FROM THAT DAY, RAJA BHOJA 
WAS LAVISH IN HIS GIFTS; PARTI- 
CULARLY TO THE LEARNED. 


WORD SOON SPREAD ABOUT RAJA BHOJA’S UNEQUALLED GENEROSITY AND 
MAGNANIMITY. POETS, SCHOLARS AND SAVANTS FLOCKED ТО HIS COURT. AMONG 
THEM WERE SUCH RENOWNED PERSONS AS VARARUCHI,BANA, MAYURA AND 


Í POET EVER BE UNHAPPY. 
| LET ALL BE WELCOMED 
Е ат MY COURT. 


THE COURT. HIS NAME WAS KALIDASA. 


HINT FRIEND, DESCRIBE 
| |} THE TWILIGHT, 


ONE ОЯУ AT DUSK, A NEW POET ARRIVED "ВАЛ 
— — = 


SO BEAUTIFUL WAS KALIDASA’S DESCRIP- 
TION THAT RAJA BHOVA TOOK AN IMMEDIATE 
LIKING ТО HIM AND A DEEP ЕФЕМО- 


| = 
THIS UNFORTUNATELY AROUSED 
THE JEALOUSY OF THE OTHER. | 


a THOUGH MOST ОҒ 
US ARE EQUALLY GIFT 

ED THE KING 6 
PARTIAL TO HIM 


И WHERE IS 
KALIDASA ? 
1 ОО NOT 
SEE НМ 
ат соикт. 


MOST LEARNED | 
CANNOT ESCAPE | 
THE LURE OF | 
COURT DANCERS. | 
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= | A BHOUR POINTEDLY IGNORED KALIDASA. THE POET SENSED 
| Tar 224 уме WAS DISPLEASED WITH НІМ FOR SOME REASON. 
a эре = 

А KING'S FAVOURITE HAS ЖАТА | ee ч 
MANY ENEMIES.! SHALL 

LEAVE THE COURT AND 
стач AT MY OWN HOUSE. 


| THAT NIGHT,HOWEVER. , BHOVA FELT WRETCHED. HIS J a 
FAVOURITE QUEEN, LILAVATI NOTICED IT. 


TO THAT OF 
ыды” 2 


Үр 


YOU ARE RIGHT, ¥ 
MY DEAR. | 9 
\ 


| m! 


“ = \ { 
THE GODDESS OF LEARNING, 


RAJA BHOJA 


ШЕ = <] 
ME = YESTERDAY НЕ 


DELIBERATELY 
IGNORED ME. 


KALIDASA’S ENEMIES WERE 
LIVID WITH RAGE. 


AS SOON AS BHOJA SAW HIM ENTER., HE 
ROSE FROM HIS SEAT AND RAN TOWARDS НМ. 


DEAREST POET! qe 
WHY ARE YOU 50 | 


23 “ih 
2 > Ñ А || ЕСІ ; м 
Е UPIRA 
а 77 / ТЫ | 
P) 6 ік 
A N: 


AEN 
> Заю 
Kg 
Dae. 
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аа SE 


a ў 7 КАЈА ВНОЈА 
“So THEY APPROACHED TARANGAVAT! WITH GIFTS OF GOLD AND money. | 

AUR | 

27 J BEAUTIFUL ONE, KALIOASA = ще. | 

СЭ » | CRAFTILY OVERSHADOWS | SHALL, IF 

| ALL OF US. YOU MUST YOU GIVE ME A 
HELP US TO GET PEARL NECKLACE. 
НІМ BANISHED ; 
FROM DHARA. „6 


3 22 К. : чы 
Ки | 


[THE POETS READILY AGR 
— h 


TARANGAVATI ! ` 
Қ ARE YOu AWAKE? 


[THAT NIGHT, WHILE TARANGAVAT! WAS | | A LITTLE LATER, THE KING 
| MASSAGING THE KING’S FEET AS ME STIRRED IN HIS BED. 


AH ! HE 15 
HALF AWAKE. 


RAJA BHOJA COULD NOT CONTAIN 


| | ALAS! MY QUEEN = [MIS ANGER AND GRIEF. сж 
| = FRI ! ; < 
ча NER а WHAT SHALL оо? Ñ 


I RM FORTUNATE. THE 
KING 5 ALONE. 


1 | жез I CANNOT KILL HIM. 
LOVER ! NO NO! 4 НЕ 16 А BRAHMAN 
AND A POET AT THAT. 
I WILL BANISH HIM 
FROM MY KINGDOM. 


EARLY THE NEXT MORNING, HE SENT FOR. KALIDASA. 
Г? 


? LEAVE THE KINGDOM СУЕ 
FORTHWITH. LET МЕ МОТ Z 
SET SIGHT ON YOUR 
TREACHEROUS 
FACE AGAIN. 


| THE EVIL KALIDASA DISGUISED 
| AS В SLAVE-GIRL MEETS THE 
| UNFAITHFUL QUEEN LILAVATI 

SECRETLY IN HER APART- 
MENTS. IF EVER OUR 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


Гат VILASVAT?’S HOME— 


OF THE 
JEALOUS 
КТ = 6) POETS.WELL! 
|1 SHALL SEE 


DEAREST ONE, 
THE KING HAS 
BANISHED ME. | НАМЕ 
COME TO TAKE 
LEAVE OF YOU. 


YOU WERE THE KING’S 
FAVOURITE ,! SHARED 
YOUR HAPPINESS.NOW 
THAT YOU ARE FALLEN 
FROM FAVOUR, І WILL 


ча» 


AS LONG RS | AM ALIVE, 
YOU CAN LIVE SAFELY 
AND IN COMFORT IN 
A SECRET CELLAR 
IN MY HOUSE. 


RAJA BHOJA 


MEANWHILE, LILAVAT! HEARD OF |“ 


KALIDASA’S BANISHMENT— 


DEAR LORD, WHY 
% DID YOU BANISH 

THE JEWEL OF 

YOUR COURT? | 


ГАМ INDEED FORTU- 
МАТЕ .IN ANY CASE 

| AM GOING TO KILL 
MYSELF, SINCE YOU 
HAVE NOT CARED 

TO FIND OUT 
WHETHER | AM 
GUILTY OR NOT. 


ОИТ OF 
KINDNESS. 


DEAR QUEEN, 


FORGIVE МЕ. 
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| RAJA BHOVA NOW REPENTED 
| FOR HIS UNJUST TREAT- 
| MENT OF KALIDASA. 


| THERE IS NO POET LIKE 
KALIDASA. HIS WORDS 
OPEN UP MAGIC CASEMENTS 
ON WONDER AND BEAUTY. / 
| IN WHOSE FORTUNATE 

| COMPANY ARE YOU, 
| KALIDASA 2 уд 


> 1 
DAYS PASSED BUT THERE WAS NO NEWS OF | 
KALIDASA.THEN ONE MORNING AT COURT, ВНОЈА 
HAD A BRILLIANT IDEA. 


HONOURED POETS,COMPLETE 
THIS STANZA . IF YOU CAN- 

NOT, 1 SHALL BANISH 

> YOU FROM THE LAND. 


m 


| AND AFTER НЕ HAD GIVEN THEM THE INITIAL LINES — | 


АН! KALIDASA, BY THIS 
RUSE YOU SHALL 

EITHER ВЕ VINDICATED / _ 
OR DISCOVERED. - 


THE POETS TRIED DESPERATELY TO COMPLETE THE STANZA, BUT IN VAIN. AT LAST- 


BANA, YOU ARE 
BHOVA’S FAVOURITE. 
GO то HM AND 
ASK FOR EIGHT Є 


ГЕ J 


RAJA BHOJA 


WE HAVE PONDERED 
A LONG ВИТ THE 
F` WORDS ЕМАРЕ Uus. 


-- 


LET US LEAVE TONIGHT 
BEFORE WE ARE 
FORCIBLY SENT 


BANA WAS THE FIRST TO 
ADMIT THEIR. FOLLY IN 
GETTING KALIDASA BANISHED, 
IF HE WERE HERE,WOULD | | 
WE ВЕ IN THIS PLIGHT? / | 


“WE WILL HAVE то N 
_ LEAVE THE LAND. / 
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DEAR MAID, 
GO AND SEE WHO 
THEY ARE. 


QUICK! BRING MY 
: DISGUISE . | MUST 
ж ' 
THE Rear THEV WI 4 GO TO THEIR AID! 

ARE. FLEEING. 


WEARING THE DISGUISE OF A BARD, KALIDASA WENT TOWARDS THEM. 


з 
À ТО SEE RAJA BHOJA.IS | 2) 
Y THE KING ALL RIGHT? @ уч 
) ж и, 4 р 


RAJA BHOJA 


THE KING GAVE US A STANZA TO COMPLETE .WE 
COULD NOT DO IT. AFRAID OF THE KING’S WRATH, 
WE HAVE DECIDED 
TO LEAVE THE 

(Га KINGDOM. 


WHAT WERE THE 
INITIAL LINES? 


WHEN THE POETS GAVE THE LINES, KALIDASA EFFORTLESSLY COMPLETED THE 
STANZA AND TOOK LEAVE OF с 
THE ASTO IT 15 SARASWATI 
HERSELF COME 
с DOWN TO SAVE 
US. IT CANNOT BE 
A MERE MAN. 


í СЕ 
š үш. 
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га: 


THE MORE PRACTICAL POE: 
2-26-77 


У EVEN NOW МО ONE 15 
THE WISER.LET 15 60 
TO THE PALACE EARLY 
TOMORROW. THE 
CLEVER BARD MAY 

Қ \ DECIDE TO SUBMIT 
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EARLY THE FOLLOWING MORNING, THE POETS LED ВУ BANA WENT TO THE COURT. 


П [ SIR, WE HAVE COMPLETED oy 
А THE STANZA! THIS 15 Ay 
HOW IT GOES. 


онака. THE 
REST WILL 
BE EASY. 


| AM PLEASED WITH YOU, 
BANA. YOUR REWARD 
SHALL ВЕ 15 LAKH 
GOLD PIECES. 


RAJA BHOJA 


5 
DONE US АМ 
INJUSTICE. HE SHOULD HAVE AFTER ALL HE = 
SHARED THE WAS REPRESENTING 
REWARD WITH US. ALL OF us. 


CALL FOR MY 


( AH! SO HE GOES ABOU HORSE AND GET 
Д IN THE GUISE OF READY TO 


а BARD! RIDE OUT. 


AMAR „ги ГУА IVAI UA 


BHOJA RODE TO THE SPOT WHERE THE POETS HAD MET THE BARD. 


SCAN EVERY INCH N 
Ё OF GROUND AND 
SEARCH EVERY 
HOUSE .KALIDASA 
15 HERE AND 
SA MUST BE FOUND. 
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MEANWHILE AT V/LASVATI’S HOUSE— 


| ван “2 
ALAS! THE KING AND 


RAJA BHOJA 


SJ DEAR KALIDASA ,! HAVE. J 
WRONGED YOU. FORGIVE 


1 
МЕ. PLEASE SAY ТНАТ | N 
\ 


YOU WILL RIDE BACK 
TO COURT WITH МЕ ON 
WN HORSE, ZN 
SEN 
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cw подава 
2 ж”, N А 
А 3 5 ot 


Амр 
THAT 
THE POET AT СОШ 
GREAT А LOVER 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
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